
Declaration of tbe Forum of tbc Viscgrad Group of Academics of Sciences' 
Prague, April 24 - 25, 2006 

The_presidents and other representatives ofthe Hungarian Acadcmy ofSciences, the Polish Academy 
of Sciences, the Slovak Academy of Sciences, the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, the 
representatives Visegrad group of Academies of Sciences (VA): 

• In view of the cuts in the European financi al perspectivc for 2007- 20 I 3 tbat will cause severe 
constraints on Framework prograrns for R&D and the programs for Innovation, we realize a gain 
in the importance of the synergy between all (national and Community) financial resources. In 
implementing the Lisbon Strategy, the new member states have not yet developed their full 
scientific potential, and thus structural funds should be preferentially used lo support R&D 
infrastructure independently of regions and also sufficielll funds should be made available for co
financing all lhe activities foreseen in 7th Framework program2 and CIP3 for the period oť 2007-
2013. 

• As presidents, we note lhe significance of the Cornmission's communication on the European 
Institule for Technology (EIT) and recognize that EIT can be an important step to enhance 
synergies between education, excellent research and innovation in Europe. However, tf1e ElT can 
fulfill its role only if it will be provided with ade<1uate and i.ntense financial support at the 
European levcl. The EIT shall, in tl1e opinion of the VA, be an effectively working network rather 
than individua! institutions and within this frame national initiatives are very welcome. Ail 
nalional representatives of lhe V A in lhe European Council should force the Commission to 
funher elaborate the concrete and more detailedbEIT model and financing schemes. ln this way, 
the financing of the EIT should not affect the budget of the 7th Framework program. 

• We believe that it is inappropriate the ERC to be mentioned in the context of EI'r4. Under the FJ>7 
the ERC should act as a funding agency and can hardly have a guiding role on or in EIT activities. 
Furthermore, the ERC is devoted to "fronlier" (basic) research, while the research part of the EIT 
is shifted towards applied outcomes. In addition, the Scientific Council of the ERC should be seen 
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ndr.tej B. Legocki Štefan Luby 
Preside11/ oj the Polish President of the S/ovak 

Acad/ oj Scien,r:__ Ac~ademy oj Scie11c~: ť 
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Václav Pačes S)hcstcr E. Vizi 
President oj the Academy President of the Nungarian 
of Sciences oj the Czech Repuhlic A ca demy oj Scie11ces 

1 Jnfonnal mcctings ofthc presidents and other representatives ofVisegrad Acadcmics are held at least once the year sincc 
1996 
'COJl.1(2005)119 Scventh frarnework prograrnrne ofthe European Cornrnunity for rcscarch, technological developmcnt 
and dcmonstration activitics (2007 to 2013) 
'COM(2005)121 Compctitivcncss and Jnnovation Framcwork Programme (2007-2013) 
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